Summary of NGO (CCB, FISH, WWF, FANC) recommendations on Baltic Sea TACs and additional measures for 2021
	TAC by area-species
	TAC set for 2020[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Green = Not exceeding ICES advice for 2020 and CFP requirements. Red = Exceeding ICES advice for 2020 and CFP requirements] 

	ICES advice basis
	ICES stock catch advice for 2021 (tonnes)[footnoteRef:2] [2:  For Baltic and Gulf of Finland salmon we have interpreted ICES advice as the ‘Commercial Landings’ (the reported projected landings) of individual fish. This is the ‘Total Commercial Sea Catch’ with deductions for the unreported, misreported (i.e. IUU) and unwanted catch (i.e. seal damaged and discards), as estimated by ICES.] 

	ICES advice adjusted for
· Third Country shares 
· Stock & TAC area mixing
	NGO recommendations on TACs 
and additional measures for 2021

	Eastern Baltic cod
(SDs 25-32)
	2,000 t
	Precautionary Approach
	0
	n/a[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Deduct 5% Russian share from the advice for eastern Baltic cod. Deduct catches of eastern Baltic cod in SD 24 (i.e. those caught in the western Baltic cod TAC area). Not applicable with zero catch advice.] 

	0 t
· Increase monitoring and control on all vessels using active gears in all areas but prioritised in cod concentration areas, combining both REM and traditional controls.
· Introduce additional measures to avoid and minimise cod bycatches in active demersal flatfish fisheries.
· Continue with recreational measures agreed for 2020.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  COUNCIL REGULATION (EU) 2019/1838 of 30 October 2019 fixing for 2020 the fishing opportunities for certain fish stocks and groups of fish stocks applicable in the Baltic Sea and amending Regulation (EU) 2019/124 as regards certain fishing opportunities in other waters. ] 



	Western Baltic cod
(SDs 22-24)
	3,806 t
	EU MAP (FMSY)
	4,635
(excluding recreational catch) 
	n/a[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Add the catches of eastern Baltic cod in SD 24 (i.e. those caught in the western Baltic cod TAC area). Not applicable with zero catch advice.] 

	≤2,960 t
· Consider setting the TAC in the lower FMSY range based (2,960 - 4,635 t^) on “issues relevant for the advice” (see ICES 2020)[footnoteRef:6]. [6:  ICES (2020). Cod (Gadus morhua) in subdivisions 22–24, western Baltic stock (western Baltic Sea). In Report of the ICES Advisory Committee, 2020. ICES Advice 2020, cod.27.22-24. https://doi.org/10.17895/ices.advice.5942. Annex 1.] 

· Close SD 24 to cod fishing.
· Continue the spawning closure for Western Baltic cod in SDs 22-23 (February & March).
· Increase monitoring and control on all vessels using active gears in all areas but prioritised in cod concentration areas, combining both REM and traditional controls.
· Continue with recreational measures agreed for 2020.


	Baltic sprat 
(SDs 22-32)
	210,147 t
	EU MAP (FMSY)
	247,952
	Deduct 10.08% Russian share.
	≤222,958 t
· Consider setting the TAC in the lower FMSY range (163,265 - 222,958 t) based on “issues relevant for the advice” (see ICES 2020)[footnoteRef:7]. [7:  ICES (2020). Sprat (Sprattus sprattus) in subdivisions 22–32 (Baltic Sea). In Report of the ICES Advisory Committee, 2020. ICES Advice 2020, spr.27.22-32. https://doi.org/10.17895/ices.advice.5879.] 

· Introduce restrictions on the sprat fishery in SDs 25-26 in order to redistribute the fishery to SDs 27-29 & 32.
· Increase control, enforcement, onboard monitoring and sampling of landings to ensure that the misreporting with herring does not continue.

	Western Baltic herring 
(SDs 22-24)
	3,150 t
	MSY Approach

	0
	n/a
	0 t
· Additional area and/or time restrictions on the herring fishery in the North Sea and SDs 20-21, as a catch of WBSS in the North Sea will be inevitable[footnoteRef:8]. [8:  ICES (2020). Herring (Clupea harengus) in subdivisions 20–24, spring spawners (Skagerrak, Kattegat, and western Baltic). In Report of the ICES Advisory Committee, 2020. ICES Advice 2020, her.27.20-24, https://doi.org/10.17895/ices.advice.5928.] 


	Central Baltic herring 
(SDs 25-27, 28.2, 29 & 32) 
	153,384 t
	EU MAP (FMSY)

	111,852
	Deduct 9.5% Russian share. Add 514t for Gulf of Riga herring to be taken in SD 28.2 and deduct 4,189t for Central Baltic herring to be taken in the Gulf of Riga (28.1).
	≤97,551 t
· Consider setting the TAC in the lower FMSY range (72,319 - 97,551 t) based on “issues relevant for the advice” (see ICES 2020)[footnoteRef:9]. [9:  ICES (2020). Herring (Clupea harengus) in subdivisions 25–29 and 32, excluding the Gulf of Riga (central Baltic Sea). In Report of the ICES Advisory Committee, 2020. ICES Advice 2020, her.27.25-2932. https://doi.org/10.17895/ices.advice.5828.] 

· Increase control, enforcement, onboard monitoring and sampling of landings to ensure that the misreporting with sprat does not continue.

	Gulf of Riga herring 
(SD 28.1)
	34,445 t
	EU MAP (FMSY)
	35,771
	Deduct 514t for Gulf of Riga herring to be taken in SD 28.2 and add 4,189t for Central Baltic herring to be taken in the Gulf of Riga (28.1).
	≤39,446 t

	Gulf of Bothnia herring 
(SDs 30-31)
	65,018 t
	Precautionary Approach
	65,018
	n/a
	≤65,018 t

	Baltic plaice 
(SDs 22-32) 
	6,894 t
	Plaice SDs 21-23: EU MAP (FMSY)
Plaice SDs 24-32: 
Precautionary Approach
	5,176

3,297
	Deduct estimated catches in SD 21. Apply the same method as detailed in the ICES advice[footnoteRef:10]  [10:  See Table 4 in ICES (2020). Plaice (Pleuronectes platessa) in subdivisions 21-23 (Kattegat, Belt Seas, and the Sound). ] 


	≤7,754 t
· Enhance catch monitoring and control on all vessels in the targeted flatfish fishery because of the high volumes of cod bycatches.
· Consider a TAC lower than 7,754 t in the context of the need to recover eastern Baltic cod.
· Consider a spatial closure in SDs 24 and 26 where eastern Baltic cod is most abundant in order to avoid unnecessary bycatch of the stock on which a zero TAC is recommended.[footnoteRef:11] [11:  ICES (2020). Report on eastern Baltic cod bycatch in non-targeted fisheries, mixing with western Baltic cod in SD24, and stock situation in SDs 27-32 (Ad hoc). ICES Scientific Reports. 1:76. 69 pp.] 

· Consider more selective fishing gears to avoid cod bycatch in the flatfish fisheries.[footnoteRef:12],[footnoteRef:13] [12:  ICES (2019). EU request for further information on the distribution and unavoidable bycatches of eastern Baltic cod. In Report of the ICES Advisory Committee, 2019. ICES Advice 2019, sr.2019.24.]  [13:  ICES (2020). Report on eastern Baltic cod bycatch in non-targeted fisheries, mixing with western Baltic cod in SD24, and stock situation in SDs 27-32 (Ad hoc). ICES Scientific Reports. 1:76. 69 pp.] 


	Baltic salmon 
(SDs 22-31)
	86,575 
	Precautionary Approach
	96,600
(ICES reported projected landings)
	Deduct 1.9% Russian share.
	· Consider a more precautionary TAC of 75,831 individuals, but in any case, not exceeding 94,765 individuals only if the mixed stock fishery would be closed [footnoteRef:14] [14:  There are high survivability exemptions from the EU Landing Obligation (LO) for salmon fisheries. The salmon TACs could be set slightly higher to adjust for “discards” of dead undersize fish which should now be landed and counted against quotas. However, there is uncertainty on the exact proportions of discarded fish that are assumed dead/alive by ICES and other scientific studies. Therefore, we do not include here an upward adjustment in TACs as is observed for other TACs subject to the LO.] 



	Gulf of Finland salmon 
(SD 32)
	9,703
	Precautionary Approach
	9,800
(ICES reported commercial landings)
	Deduct 9.3% Russian share.
	≤8,889
individuals22


Note: Assumed Russian shares are based on the 2009 TACs sharing agreement between EU and Russia.
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