Other inputs received from members by e mail as follows:

E mail 10th June 2020
From German Cutter-and Coastal-Fishermen’s Association 

Remarks on Scientific advice: 
In 2017 it was predicted to have about 50.000 t western cod in 2019.
In 2018 it was predicted to have more than 70.000 t western cod in 2020. 
Now we see an SSB of about 20.000 t
This year we hoped to get some explanation about this magnificent overestimation to get more security that the present prediction is not an underestimation of the same magnitude.
We observe that scientific surveys could not be made because of Covid 19 and as a result there will be a difficult data-situation for future advice. We believe it would be helpful and recommend precautionary to spend more effort on data sources from commercial fisheries. It would be possible to hire some vessels for data collection under scientific management to improve the data situation and increase the probability to prevent such wrong predictions as in 2017 and 2018.
Science should bring more effort on solving the problems of regime shift in the Baltic and age determination in cod. If there is a systematic reduction of productivity of the ecosystem there would be need for the adaptation of fishing capacity and the whole structure of the sector. It would be disappointing if the only thing EU and national governments can do is giving some money for scrapping under the condition that all "survivors" will accept CCTV.
There should be a more substantial reflection on socio-economic aspects and more kinds of transformation aid.


Advice for TAC 2021
Western cod:
+22% is possible if we do not refer to fmsy lower anymore and take into account that recreational catches will be substantially lower as expected due to Covid 19 this year.

Eastern cod:
The natural mortality is 8 times higher than f so in this case a rollover is the right decision to keep other fisheries running. In area 24 we have to accept that there occur bycatches of invading eastern cod.
(Something on predator management?)

Plaice:
+ 13% is possible. The stock is further increasing with a good recruitment and there is doubt whether the present fmsy  is suitable as a target.. 

Western herring: 
Rollover because no reduction in area IIIa will come. The mortality in that area was reduced in the same order of magnitude as in 22/24 so a further reduction there will only benefit Norwegian fisheries. Norwegians have other understanding of the status of the stock. German Fishermen also see an increase of CPUE during the last years as well as an increase of mean length. 

Sprat:
Rollover. 
In former years it was discussed that a high sprat stock may be negative for cod recruitment because it is known that sprat is feeding on the pelagic cod eggs. (I do not know how the actual overlap of cod spawning grounds and sprat occurrence, maybe it is not relevant under actual conditions)

E mail 11th June 2020
Danish Recreational Fishermen
Thank You for hosting us yesterday. 
To clarify my statements:
For western cod: We find that a closing (spawning) period should not be continued as there is no scientific evidence that it helps the cod at all. At the same time the socioeconomic impact especially to small scale fisheries are catastrophic. If so be, the closing should be limited to documented spawning grounds (more specific that ICES fishing areas). If data for spawning grounds are not available trough ICES, such closing areas must be based on the knowledge from fishermen.
It should be scientific documented whether sprat is a threat or a treat to cod before we can advice  on  sprat for de good of cod.
About seals: BSAC should advice the commission to totally lift the ban on seal product trade in order to facilitate the local seal management programs of the member states and avoid the waste of natural resources and money now connected to the disposal of seal carcasses.
On stickleback: a word of warning: Whatever we might recommend it should be based on scientific documentation, that it indeed is a problem before we recommend any manipulation of the fauna. A huge biomass of one species is not necessarily a problem. It could also be the beginning of recovery.
In general the BSAC advice on the ICES recommendations should include a strong urge to take whatever additional initiatives that is in the hand of EU to improve the conditions for fish life in the Baltic, 
Med venlig hilsen
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E mail 24th June 2020
Federation of Finnish Fishermen’s Associations
Please check the figures in the table concerning salmon. There are differences between figures and general comments and two management units. BsAC recommendation could be the same as total commercial catch: 96.600 and 9.800 individuals. The Russian share has mixed between units in the table. There should be an similar way of marking this share in both cases. 

E mail 29th June 2020
Swedish Fishermen’s PO
SFPO have NO further comments to add to the draft and appendix material of BSAC recommendations for the fishery in the Baltic Sea in 2021.
We especially strongly support the general comments on focus on the overall ecosystem, and the other factors that are affecting the well-being of certain stocks and so on.
And that all BSAC Member States work more urgently on developing gears that are more selective and that enable the escape of cod.
On behalf of Swedish Fishermen PO (SFPO)

E mail sent prior to the meeting 10th June 2020
Association of Fisheries Protection
Dear Sally
Please find below the position of my organisation on the ICES advice prior to the meeting:
 Western cod:
+22% is acceptable. We propose an extension of the spawning closure for SD 22 on January to avoid the movement of the catch activities from other closed areas in this area like this January. To protect the only strong year class of cod 2016 is foundamentaly importand to keep also the coastal fishery alive in this small area.
Western herring:
Roll over
Eastern cod:
Roll over for bycatch
We see a strong need for accessment of the influence of parasites on the nutrition of cod (liver worm) in connection with the natural mortality.
No more comments.
Best
Wolfgang
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