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Dear Chairmen,

Op the 1™ January 2014, the reformed Common Fisheries Policy (CFP) will enter into force.
One of the key elements of this reform is to strengthen the role of stakeholders, including the
Advisory Councils which are expected io play a proactive soie in advising thic Member States
and the Commission on the impiemeniauon ol & fegionalized Cr?,

In order to be able to carry out this role effectively, it is essential that ACs have the necessary
representativeness, i.e. that all legitimate stakebolders have a fair opportunity to participate
and express their view. In this context, it is one of my priorities is to ensure that small scale
fishermen, as well as all other legitimate stakeholders, have a real impact in the decision-
making process through their effective participation in the Advisory Councils.

I trust that the Advisory Councils will take the necessary steps to ensure that their
composition does reflect a balanced representation of all‘interests at stake and, in particular,
the interest of small scale fishermen, and 1 have asked my services to monitor the situation in
the coming months. "

It is particularly important for small scale fishermen to organize themselves and become truly
actively involved in the activities of the Advisory Councils. Several Fuﬂdm;z possibilities exist
in the Comuission's proposal for the new EMFF, which is still under discussion in the
Parhament and. in the Louncﬂ to encourage the paz‘llclpatmn of small qcale fishermen in the
mlplementatlon of the CFP. In ‘particular, small scale vessels and ﬂects will have privileged
access to all measures in the sustainable ﬁsherles chapter, thiough higher aid intensily raies
{i.e. an additional 25 percentage points). Such an increase is expected to facilitwe the
patticipation of the small scale coastal fleet in social dialogue..

I

H 1s very 1mportam thal We make use e of these kmssxblhhes S0 1haf cI(Iri” sf‘ale fi qhemlen have
a voice in Europe and l am Conhdent that progrcss can be Indd(. on tms issue.
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