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Dear Cl'rairnren.

On lhe I't January 2A14, the ref,ormed Cornmon Fisheries Pr-,lio1,(CFP) wi]i enter irrro fbrce.

One of ttre key ctenleuts of tliis retolm is to strengr.hen the r:otc c[ stal<ehclders, iuch-rding the

Advisory Crrunq:ils which are expected i,o play a prouctivc r'oir, itr iicivisitip ihu fuIt:mtrcl States

aircl the Commissioll on tni: irnpietlreiltriliou ui a legionaliz*ti {,!:'.

In order to be able to carry out this role effectively, it is essential that ACs have the necessar)'

representativeness, i.e. that all legitimate stakeholders have a fair opportturity to participate

and express their view. In this context, it is one cf my priorities is to ensure that srnail scale

fishermen, as well as all other legitimate stakeholders, lti'rve a real irnpact in the decision-

making process througlr their eft-ective parlicipation itr the Aclvisory Counciis.

I trust that the Advisory Councils wiil take the necessary steps to ensure that their

cortposition tloes rel'lect a balanced representation of all ilrterests at stake ancl, in particular"

rhe interest oi snrall scalc fishcrrnen, and I have aSked my selvices to tnonitor the situation in

thc coming nronths. :

it is particr-rlarl;, improrianl for small scaie fishermen rr: organize iitetnsell'es anrJ bcconrr: fiul-v

activcly involved in tlie activities of the Advisory Councils. Scr,erai funding possibiiities exis1.

iir the Commis;ion's propusal ,firr the new llMl'-l't, wltich i:; still"unrler discussion in the

Parliarnent,and in the Cqungi"l,,t<i enoouragq th,q patticiqajion gf srhafl sclrie flshennetr. in the

implementation of the CFI'}. In particular, smaii scale vesisels ind fieets ;wiil havi: i.''n',rileg.ed
aosess to all nreastires in ihe sustairrable fisheries chapter; ttrrtugh higlrrrr aid intensil,',v raies
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pal'ticipation of the srnall scale coastal fleet in soctal dialogue;.

11. is vely irnporlant that We make use of,tkrqsq possiL,ilities so tirat sfrrall scale fisheiihieu have

a voice in Europe and I am confident that progress can be made on thiS issue. 
' I

. 'Yours sincerely,
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