From Wolfgang Albrecht, Association of Fisheries Protection

Technical Measures Report (ART 31.1. of EU REGUATION2019/1241)
Please find below the comments on behalf of my Organization to the above matter.
To 1.
There is space for improvement.
To 2.
Yes
To 3.
Yes. In view of the use on electronic devices like PINGER, there is space for improvement, because not all MS have such devices in use at the moment.
To 4.
No
To 5.
Yes. The PAL project as part of a voluntary agreement in the Baltic Sea waters of Germany has been in force for 2 years. Data collection of this project is not yet finished.
To 6.
Unknown
To 7.
To 6.
Unknown
To 7.
Yes. Several projects are started in different MS. Some useable proposals are provided trhough different institutes. The problem is to get permission for their use from the EU in the commercial fishery for testing in practical conditions. Due to that we have a delay in improvements.
To 8.
Yes. The use of active gears has to be discontinued wherever spawning occurs, independent of specific areas.


To 9.
No. In my view there is a mainstream view inside the “Industry” to change nothing. In the view of the SSF (small scale fisheries) the minimum landing size for Cod, Plaice and Flounder in the Baltic Sea is too small. They do not fit the environmental aspects and the “Class not Mass” principle. These fish are only marketable at very low prices. For flatfish it´s also harmful to catch them during their spawning season, because of their very low quality. A further result is a decrease in the size of the catchable individuals of these fish stocks and this has a negative impact on the price.
For that, in view of the SSF these sizes have to be increased to:
Cod 38 cm
Plaice 30 cm
Flounder 30 cm
To 10. No. In my view it makes no sense for the protection of the fish stocks and for the acceptance for this rule to keep different sizes in force.
To 11. No. Because there is no real chance for control of those measures.
To 12. Yes. See 8. Lots of proposals are being made in the Baltic Sea. In the past it was difficult for bureaucratic reasons to use innovative gears in the commercial fishery in an acceptable time.
To 13. Yes. We see an easy way to protect reefs and sensitive habitats. The use of rock hoppers has to be completely discontinued.
To 14. Yes. See 8. And 13.
To 15. Yes. Selectivity in the trawl fishery depends on the engine power. As pointed out from several sides the certificated engine power often does not fit with the reality. To improve that unsatisfactory situation the engine power has to be controlled by means of energy balance (fuel consumption per hour) in the fishery with towed gears.
To 16. Yes. See 15.
To 17. Do not know
To 18. Yes . See 15.
To 19. Yes. See 3. And 5.
To 20. Yes. See 3. And 5.
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